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1. NGFA Alliance /Outreach 

2. Boot Pit and Confined space  

3. SVEP  

4. Combustible Dust NEP  

5. OSHA Inspection Data  

 

 
 



NGFA Alliance  
 
* OSHA has been working with NGFA to establish a 

national Alliance. 
 
* Initial Alliance agreement (2 years) will focus on 

outreach, dissemination, the sharing of recommended 
practices or effective approaches on the recognition 
and prevention of grain handling hazards, and building 
relationships

 



NGFA Alliance  

 
* Others groups will be invited to participate as guests 

on the Alliance Implementation Team, including: 
  
Å  American Feed Industry Association 
Å  Grain Elevator and Processing Society (GEAPS) 

 
* Planning to sign Alliance with a representative from 

OSHA on September 11-13, 2017 when the NGFA 
Board of Directors meets here in DC

 



OSHA Grain Handling Outreach 

Å Webinar on January 26, 2017, with Grain Elevator And Processing Society 
(GEAPS) 
 

Å Additional publicity for the safety stand-down was provided at the 2017 
GEAPS Exchange Idea Exchange educational program held on February 
26th in Kansas City, MO 
 

Å On March 27-31, the University of Texas-Austin hosted the stand-down, 
ǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά{ǘŀƴŘ ¦Ǉ ŦƻǊ DǊŀƛƴ 9ƴƎǳƭŦƳŜƴǘ Prevention with OSHA Regions V, 
VI, VII and VIII 
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Fiscal Year Visits Training Presentations Other 

FT 2016 176 8 3 9 

FY 2017 120 5 1 9 



Boot Pits at Grain Handling Facilities 
 
* May be confined spaces. 
 
* Generally contain hazards, such as atmospheric 

hazards, unguarded machinery, or combustible dust. 
 
* If they meet the definition of a confined space, they 

may also be permit-required. 

 



Boot Pits as confined spaces 
 
* The confined spaces standard requires employers to 

evaluate the workplace to determine if any spaces are 
permit-required confined spaces.  

 
* Boot pits should be evaluated carefully to determine 

whether they meet the definition of a confined space. 
 



Confined space definition 
 
Large enough to bodily enter and perform work 
* Most boot pits are large enough to enter and perform 

work. 
 
Limited or restricted entry or exit 
* Would ŀƴ ŜƴǘǊŀƴǘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŜǎŎŀǇŜ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ 

be hindered? 
 
Not Designed for continuous human occupancy 
* Can a human safely occupy the space under normal 

operating conditions? 
 
 

 



Permit-required confined spaces 
 
* Confined spaces that contain a hazard are permit-

required confined spaces. 
 
* Examples of common boot pit hazards are oxygen 

deficiency or unguarded machinery. 
 

* In many cases, the space can be reclassified after 
eliminating the hazard, for example, locking out or 
guarding machinery. 



SVEP-
Fatality 

Cases, 143 

Egregious 
Cases, 42 

SVEP-
HEH, 389 

SVEP-
PSM, 6 

SVEP-
O&G, 2 

SVEP is a key strategic tool OSHA uses to address 

severe and/or recalcitrant violations/violators 

Å Criteria for Inclusion: 

Å High Gravity violations 

ÅWillful 

Å Repeat 

Å Failure to abate 

 

Á SVEP concentrates OSHA resources where most needed 

Á Cases designated as SVEP: 

Á One or more willful/repeat/failure-to-abate violation 
(WRFTA) 

Á Two or more high-gravity serious WRFTA related to a 
High-Emphasis Hazard 

Á Two or more high-gravity serious WRFTA in the upstream 
oil & gas industry  

Á Three or more high-gravity serious WRFTA related to 
Process Safety Management standard 

Á Any egregious case 

 
 

 

SVEP 
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Combustible Dust NEPNEP  
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  Combustible Dust National 

Emphasis Program 

15 micron 

dust particle 
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http://www-curator.jsc.nasa.gov/curator/stardust/dust3.jpg


Combustible Dust Explosions History 
(cont.) 

January 29, 2003 -  
ÅSix deaths, dozens of injuries  
ÅFacility produced rubber 

stoppers and other products 
for medical use 

ÅPlastic powder accumulated 
above suspended ceiling 
ignited 
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Sugar Processing Plant 
Port Wentworth, Georgia 

ÅFebruary 7, 2008 

 

Å14 Fatalities  
 

Å Many 

  Hospitalized 
 

ÅSugar dust 
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Imperial Sugar, Port Wentworth, GA 
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